l6                          MANNING

In 1835 Manning preached a sermon in
Chichester Cathedral, on the English Church,
in which he said :

" Our commission to witness Christ h'angs on
the question, are the Bishops of our Church the
successors in lineal descent of the Lord's
Apostles ? "

Here, I admit, is the suggestion of Tractarian
influence, for the whole Anglo-Catholic case has
been based on the belief that the bishops and
priests of the Church of England are in the
Apostolic Succession. Referring to this sermon
years afterwards, and of his own opinions at the
time, Manning wrote : " The Oxford tracts had
been coming out for some years. I agreed with
them in outline and in the main, but remotely
and so as to make me unable to identify myself
with them."

But for all his sympathy with the Tractarian
position, so late as 1837 Manning, at the urging
of his Evangelical wife, supported the Low Church
party in their attempt to obtain control of the
Society for the Promotion of Christian Know-
ledge, which was founded during the High Church
Movement at the beginning of the eighteenth
century and is to-day a definitely High Church
society.

He never, however, admitted that his Church